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Who is more captivating — the protagonist of the short film "LIFT" who desperately prays for a
miracle to save his crumbling marriage, or James from Thirodhanam, devastated by the mysterious
disappearance of Lakshmi, the one woman who chose to live with an orphan like him, leaving her
family behind?

That he portrayed both characters with effortless depth is beyond doubt. Yes — this week’s Talented
Banker is the young and agile badminton-playing banker who balances dance, acting, and co-
direction with remarkable ease.

Vipindas M
SBI SME Branch,
Karunagappally, Kollam

The elder of two sons born to photographer Mohandas and homemaker Saraswathy, Vipin hails from
Kollam. He completed his schooling up to 12th grade at Govt. Model HSS, Kollam, and later earned
both graduate and postgraduate degrees in Microbiology from Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham,
Amritapuri.

Vipin began his banking career at SBT’s Anandappally branch shortly after completing his studies. He
continued at the NRE branch in Kollam until the merger with SBI, and later served at the
Ramankulangara and Karunagappally Main branches. He is currently posted at the Karunagappally
SME branch.



Vipin’s journey in dance began in the fifth grade. A regular performer at school events, he even
taught himself to dance by following songs on cable TV jukeboxes. His passion carried through
college, where he made the most of every opportunity to perform. With friends who supported his
artistry, dance became an integral part of his identity.

After entering the banking profession, he briefly distanced himself from dance — but never fully let
go. Upon joining Talented Bankers (TB), he began gradually sharing dance videos, rediscovering his
rhythm and passion. Vipin credits TB for rekindling his creative spark. The likes, views, and warm
comments on his posts revived the applause and excitement he once knew during his student days.

Vipin’s first TB meet was in Kollam, which he attended with his family — initially just as a member of
the audience. Since then, he has lit up the stage with solo and group performances at TB meets in
Kozhikode, Kottayam, and now Thiruvananthapuram.

But Vipin is not only a dancer — he has also proven to be an actor of striking emotional depth. This
became evident in _LIFT_, screened at the inaugural Frame Fiesta Short Film Festival during the
Kottayam TB meet. He outshone his past self in _Thirodhanam_, acting and co-directing across three
short films featured at the Thiruvananthapuram TB meet.

It was Anusheelan’s director’s eye that first spotted Vipin’s acting potential. His portrayal in
_Thirodhanam_ went far beyond his earlier performance in _LIFT_. He also delivered a nuanced role
as an audiologist in Sudhi’s short film _Mia_. The range of his talent became strikingly clear when
Arjit, head of the TB Movie Club, revealed that the short film judges could not believe James from
_Thirodhanam_ and the audiologist from _Mia_ were played by the same person. For an actor, could
there be any higher praise? Vipin says the joy of receiving such recognition for the effort he poured
into these roles is deeply fulfilling.

Vipin also debuted as a co-director in "Silver Spoon" a short film by Rinu K. George.

All three directors Vipin has worked with — Anusheelan, Sudhi, and Rinu K. George — echo the same
appreciation for him:

A sincere professional, attentive to detail, a quick learner, responsive to the director’s vision, and a
calm, patient guide for fellow performers.

Vipin has not only made his mark in the world of art but also in sports. Since his school days,
badminton has been a beloved pursuit. He has earned several accolades on the court as well,
showcasing the same dedication and discipline that defines his artistic journey.

Vipin’s partner in life is Rajalekshmi, his junior in college — the very same Rajalekshmi who
performed Kavadi Chindu at the Thiruvananthapuram TB meet. Known as Raji at work, she is also
part of the SBI family, working at the Kollam RBO. She has been a steadfast pillar of encouragement
— the one who urged Vipin to dance again and stood by him as he followed his passion for cinema.

Their daughter, Sarangi, is now in fourth grade, while Vipin’s younger brother, Jithindas, works in
Australia.

When it comes to dance, Vipin draws inspiration from Vijay and Hrithik Roshan. As for the road
ahead — he’s chasing a few dreams, many of which lead toward the silver screen. With a circle of



like-minded friends from TB rallying behind him, the day when Vipin’s name appears in film credits is
not far away.

The TB family joins together in wishing this spirited dreamer the wings he needs to soar through the
boundless skies of art.



