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English Version

What sort of is the journey? Who is a traveller?

Travels with preponderance to work and those for leisure are unswervingly linked to our every
day lives. Time frame and precise intend becomes part and parcel of it. Nevertheless, none less
than a real traveller can embark on a journey in quest of something not yet seen and
experienced, be it land, people or unknown cultures. If city be a seamless ocean, village is
holiness. This week, we introduce to you a talented banker who is an astounding traveller who
loves to be off to cities and villages.

Sumesh Gopalakrishnan
Dhanlaxmi Bank
Jaipur Branch

Mr Sumesh , a native of Neeleswaram in Kasaragod district is the son of Mr. Gopalakrishnan, a
retired engineer from the Government of Kerala (PWD) and Mrs. Lalitha, a homemaker. His



brother Smitesh who works as an accountant in a private company in Kochi and his sister
Smitha back him in fortifying his passion.

Sumesh had his schooling at Rajas High School, Neeleswaram till 10th grade and thereafter
finished his Plus Two from Peelikod Higher Secondary School. He graduated in Btech from
KVGCE, Sullia.

After completing his B Tech, he had his first career as a software tester at ICICl Bank in Mumbai.
Three years down the line, in April 2010, he joined the Kayur branch of Dhanlaxmi Bank as
assistant branch manager. He has been fortunate enough to work in Uduma, Kasaragod,
Kanhangad and Mangalore.

If asked what a bank officer can never toss aside in his career, for most of the bankers it would
be out-of-state transfers especial. None of the bankers would be able to think of themselves in
a situation of such where they conceivably drift apart from their family and hometown.

Sumesh got promoted in 2017 and moved to Delhi, the capital of India. His igniting passion
endeavoured to grab it as an opportunity rather than paling to nothingness, lamenting over it.

During his stint in North India, things took a revolutionary turn when his restrained journeys to
tourist destinations gave way to roaming around with friends to some of the most sought for
places in Delhi.

Later on, he travelled to snowy mountains and villages; predominantly to lesser known villages
in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand given his cognisance that the cultural heritage of a land
lies hidden in villages. He persevered as a solo traveller for, there was nobody else in his
accompaniment, to his dismay which later turned out to be a blessing in disguise.

He travelled to Suwad, Barot, Kulga, Pulga, Tulga, Kothi, Sagnam, Mud, Chalal, Rasol, Rohru,
Chirgaon, as well as Sari, Mana, Gopeshwar, Almora and Chopta in Himachal Pradesh.

He could imbibe positive vibes from villagers,having learnt about their life, food, and farming
methods.

Sumesh travelled to Manali, Shimla, Kasol, Spiti Valley, Parvati Valley, Pabbar Valley, Malana,
Dharamshala, Dahousie, etc and places of worship like Haridwar, Rishikesh, Badrinath,
Tungnath, Kedarnath, Tednath, Rudra Prayag, Devprayag ,Joshimath etc.

The confidence he amassed from short trips served as an impetus for long journeys that
ensued. He traveled alone to Sikkim, Spiti Valley, Ladakh and Meghalaya. Staying in self made
tents, walking for long hours and climbing mountains,bestowed him with unmatched
experience as a traveller and he used to share them in social media for those who loved
travelling.

His travelogue has been published in the magazine "Traveller" by Manorama. Sumesh has also
been selected as the monthly photo blogger for "Yathra" magazine by Mathrubhumi.

In the meantime he got transferred to Jaipur, the land of palaces. It enabled him to explore
palaces, caves, deserts and Havelis in Rajasthan. He visited Udaipur, Ajmer, Pushkar, Bikaner,
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Alwar, Mount Abu, Jaipur, Randombor, Kumbhalgarh, Chittodh Ghat and
Thar desert and is in the offing to take a trip to the villages of Rajasthan.



Many people wonder if Sumesh is a spendthrift. As of him, one should travel when he/she is
healthy and the confines of neither time nor money is insurmountable if one has the will to
explore places. He firmly confides in Paulo Coelo's quote -" When you want something, all the
universe conspires in helping you to achieve it."

Sumesh's wife Radhika is working as an assistant professor at NMIT COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING,
Kanhangad.Their daughter Vagda is aged seven years.

We wish him success in all his journeys ahead seeking new horizons.
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English version: Drisya Saseendran, Union Bank of India, Regional Office, Thiruvananthapuram



