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English Version

Kadamanitta Padayani....

As the rhythm of the song arose under the leadership of Prof. Kadamanitta Vasudevan Pillai, former Vice
Chairman of Indian Folklore Academy, the steps of the folkdance grew steadier. The child had accompanied
his banker father ,also an art lover, and cultural activist to watch Padayani. He also seemed to enjoy it well, so
well that he began training and practicing for it. But being Kottayam born, he did not get much opportunities for
this artform and had to rely on cassettes. He followed it for three or four years at the end of which he too joined
the band of singers in singing.

An year later, the fourth standard student became the main singer for the 'Pisachu’ character and became
renowned for it. This young boy who has proved his mettle in several arts is our talented banker for this edition.

Nandukrishnan
South Indian Bank
Retail Hub
Bengaluru

Born at Kumaranalloor, Kottayam to Sri.Gopinathan Nair, retired Asst Manager, South Indian Bank and
Smt.Sreelatha Devi, little Nandu was drawn to all sorts of artforms. He fondly remembers the famous artistes
who were friends with his father and stayed at their home. He cherishes the opportunity that he had to interact
with stalwarts like Kunjunni Master and Pallavur Appumarar. Folk artforms attracted him the most.

He learnt upto tenth standard at Sri Vidyadhiraja Vidya Bhavan school. Though he learnt music from Sri.
Kumaranalloor Radhakrishnan these days his interest in beats and instruments led him to Sri. Kumarakom
Ganesh Gopalan. He trained with him to play Ghatom to his desire against the wishes of his guru who wanted
to teach him Mridangam.

As his interests changed, Nandu shifted to Chenda and thereby became the disciple of Kumaranalloor
Somasekharan Marar. By then Nandu had reached high school. It was during this period that he began
participating in competitions and won the first place in Thayambaka consecutively and also A grade at state
level.

Though Nandu loved being out of school for competitions, it was not to be. It was then that he got admitted to
MGM NSS school, Llakkaattoor for his plus two course. This school which gave much importance to the
development of artistic and cultural taste in students played a very important role in transforming Nandu into
the artiste as we know him today.

Plenty of like minded friends with similar tastes, encouraging teachers and tutelage under Sri. Kalalayam



Unnikrishnan for the students learning Chenda for daily classes before and after school, rounded him up. For
the next two years, Nandu and his team won the first place at state level for Chendamelam and
Panchavadyam.

Nandu's voice falters as he narrates one instance when his guru met with an accident on their return from the
district level competitions and was admitted in a hospital. The students were in a limbo as to who would train
them and stand by them for the state level competitions but began training vigorously for the competition.
Finally the day of the competition arrived and the students visited their guru at the hospital and paid obeisance
to him and sought his blessings. With a heavy heart, they played on stage, not just to win the competition but to
honour their guru. The results came and to no one's surprise, Nandu and his team won the first place again.

After plus two, like most students, Nandu too was confused. But he was clear that his training in Chenda should
run uninterrupted.

At that time, a Melam was held at Irinjalakuda temple under the lead of Sri.Peruvanam Satheesan Marar.
Nandu travelled to Irinjalakuda from Kottayam. He requested the lead that he wanted to be his disciple. When
the guru accepted his request, Nandu joined for his graduation course at Thrissur at Prajyothi Niketan near his
guru's house. The subject was computer science. It was the beginning of a golden period in Nandu's life.

Along with his studies, he did many programmes, that at famous temples in Irinjalakuda, Tripunithura,
Peruvanam and Arattupuzha accompanying maestros like Peruvanam Satheesan Marar, Peruvanam Kuttan
Marar, Mattannur Sankarankutty Marar, Mattannur Sivaraman, Kallur Ramankutty Marar and Kalanilayam
Udayan Namboothiri. He is enthralled when he recollects the opportunity that he had to present his art before
the benevolent goddess of Kumaranalloor in his hometown.

He also won accolades at the University level. He was the D zone winner in the event held by Calicut
University.

He joined the bank soon after his graduation and has great regard for Mattannur Sivaraman who imparted
more knowledge to him while visiting his house. Nandu joined the South Indian Bank in 2010 in its marketing
department. This took him to its Etumanoor, Vellor, Kanjikuzhi, Kottayam and Kottayam medical college
branches and got promoted in 2018 as assistant manager and got posted to the Retail Hub in Bengaluru.

Nandu is proud that he never takes an off from his official work to support his art and does it only after banking
hours and on holidays despite the huge support he receives from the bank.

He considers it his biggest achievement that he was able to perform alongside Mattannur Sankarankutty during
the Melam conducted during the inauguration of National Games in Trivandrum in 2015.

He married Gayatri who is working as Asst. Professor at Mangalam engineering college in 2013. The house
jointly designed by them, lovingly named 'Sankaram' found its place in the article published in the Parpidom
magazine. It is filled with memorabilia by its owner and has Chenda artforms and elephant artifacts in every
nook and corner. He has a daughter named Sankari.

He handles Chenda, idakka, Ghatom and Mridangam effortlessly and we all witnessed his talents in the
jugalbandi performance that he did with Harish in our live program. Unlike other performers, he also attends
concerts just as an audience. His friends appreciate Nandu's fondness to elephants.

Nandu loved all traditional arts including Mudiyettu, Padayani, Kathakali and Sopanageetham and is also
interested in research on those subjects. His passion towards photography blended with these interests enable
him to take beautiful photographs with folklore as his subject. He has also won many prizes for the same. The



one he got from the UK based group called Photo Crowd requests special mention.

You never know where Nandu's interests may lead him to. His words effuse confidence and we wish this
charming personality all the very best from the depth of our hearts.
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English version: Gayathry T R (Gayathry Tr) , State Bank of India, Thejaswini Branch, Thiruvananthapuram



