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English Version

This week, let's introduce to you a distinctive personage who with her family celebrates
holidays through vagaries of adventures and enchantment interwoven in synchronization,
cognizance of which gave us a glimpse of the elegantly imaginative portraits of nature
otherwise latent, manifested in all its elegance by virtue of it's rich biodiversity.

There is some one among us who has explored the fringe of the woods and taken snaps with
her camera,with her status quo succumbing to the unsettling effect created by the wonders of
nature:

Mridula Murali

Senior Associate

State Bank of India,
Alagappa Nagar, Puthukkad.

Mridula was Born in Kozhikode as the daughter of late A. Satyanathan who was an officer in
State Bank of Travancore, Feroke branch and Mrs. P Smitha, a home maker.

After her course of studies at Pantheerankavu UP school,BEM Girls Higher Secondary School
and Ramakrishna Mission Higher Secondary School, Kasaragod, she graduated from
Padannakad College of Agriculture and it's back then that she traced her photographic skills.

The college, where less than hundred students studied, opened new avenues that equipped her
to majestically experiment with all sorts of artistic skills. She trows that it is her wanting for
being idiosyncratic which made photography her relentless passion.

Since that point of time Murali Mohan, native of Thrissur turned out to be her partner,travelling
became her new hobby.He roused her photography skills.After they got married in 2011, they
had their debut journey together to Nagarhole Wildlife sanctuary. He gifted her a Nikon D3400
camera which became her dear companion. She used to be profoundly fond of capturing
images of birds.

In addition to the major forest areas of Kerala, she has travelled to Nagarhole, Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve and Daroji Sloth Bear Sanctuary.

During the initial years associated with her son's birth and her father's death, her journeys
came to a halt to revive again when her son was five years old and has now become a
persistent exercise. Her camera gave way to Nikon D7500 and lens to Nikon 200-500 mm
eventually with years down the road.On holidays the family starts unfailingly at 5 AM.
Inexplicable is how they feel about the splendid voyages with their cameras to places like
Nelliampathi, Athirappilly, Vazhani etc.

They have with them images of over 100 birds.



There unfurled the turning point in their life when 'Biome' -a biodiversity conservation oriented
exhibition was organized in Thrissur and Kozhikode in 2019, by Mridula, Murali and their
friends. It caught the attention of media as Mridula was the only woman out of the eleven. The
proceeds from the sale of the pictures were donated to the family of Mr Biju Vasudevan, late
environmental activist in Athirappilly.

Her most favorite of the snaps she has captured is the splendid view of an eagle attacking a bee
hive.That the image was taken from the premises of her home is the most interesting fact. This
has been the first time, such a picture is taken in Kerala.

Mridula joined the Kondotty branch of the State Bank of Travancore as CTO in 2009. After she
got married in 2011, she relocated to Thrissur.After her stint at Thalore and Kuriachira
branches, she is working as Senior Associate at Alagappa Nagar branch of the bank. Mridula had
always found her father's subtle approach to banking, appealing. It's his memories that guide
her in the pursuit of banking career. At her very first branch, she received recognition from
Kozhikode Region two.

Days of bliss are these for Mridula, her husband who is working as managing partner of Ghome
Systems, Thrissur and their son, Ishaan who is studying in Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan,Thrissur,with
she having grabbed a certificate of recognition for her adeptness in photography.

Murali recounts that after their wedding,they stayed at JLR Kabani Resort and visited Nagarhole
Wildlife Sanctuary. He accompanied her in the forest trips thenceforth.He used to get wonder
struck by her passion and commitment towards photography and gifted her a used Nikon
camera.Even amidst her hectic schedule she never failed in fulfilling her responsibilities as a
homemaker.

Mridula takes interest in dexterously handling first ever of its kind modern cameras and being a
part of exhibitions hosted for the public and students. Her artistic pursuits are so charismatic
that it accentuates the artistic skills of her son too.

Shree Murali Mohan is a consolation prize winner of the photography competition hosted by
Kerala Wildlife Department. Mridula has to her credit, Certificate of Merit she won at the 8th
All India Exhibition organized by Image Photo Club, Palakkad.

We wish the family all success to keep on exploring the eternity of nature and uninterruptedly
pursue their wonderful journeys in all it's magnificence.
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English version: Drisya Saseendran , Union Bank of India, Regional Office, Thiruvananthapuram



