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English Version

The main motives that inspired the formation of the Talented Bankers friendship circle were to find
creative and talented bankers and encourage them; and to help bankers who have forgotten their
innate talents that were showcased during their school and college years to dust, nurture and polish
the skills and present before an audience. Till date, all the hidden talents were dug out and



presented by the editorial board members on receiving clues about them.

We are presenting this week, a Talented Banker who when discovered, talked endlessly about our
group and explained how our group has positively influenced and brought about a transformation in
his life.

Cyriac Thomas
State Bank of India
Vadasserikkara branch

Cyriac Thomas, born to a nature-loving farmer M.V. Thomas, and Annamma Thomas in Kuttanad,
had gone through varied experiences during his childhood. He enjoyed the pure village life of the
central mid-lands of Travancore along with his seven siblings. Kuttanad, a land that gifted us many a
talent with the perifery of Pamba river flowing across it and its lush-green vast paddy fields, spread
the fragrance of creativity around.

He studied upto the 10th grade from the St. Aloysius school, Edathua. He did his graduation and
post graduation too from their own college. While he was in the 7th grade, Father Mathew
Puthanangadi, a father interested in cultural activities, joined as their Vicar. He once asked all music-
loving kids to arrive at the church on a holiday and made them sing two lines of a song, and sorted
them to study vocal music, violin and guitar. And the little boy Cyriac got destined to work his hands
on a violin. The next one and a half year saw the kids practising daily at the church after school.
There he learned his basic lessons in violin. Thus his school years were spent participating in the
church choirs and competitions held in the school.

This practice earned him prize in a district level ganamela competition. He also learned to play a
guitar from his friends. He won prizes for instrumental music from his college and participated in
University level competitions too. But there, his thoughts that he never had a structured training like
the other participants and that he wouldn’t be good enough discouraged him tremendously.

While studying for degree, he got the opportunity to be in touch with Father Ebraham Mulamootil,
who owned his own ganamela troupe and thus the chance to learn to play Western music in violin.
He watched other members of the troupe play various instruments like mouth organ, flute, keyboard
and learned them too without any tutelage. He remembers with gratitude the various venues and
stages where he played his violin in association with the M G M orchestra in the later years.

Cyriac joined the Stat Bank of Travancore in the year 1988 at its Pandalam branch. His musical
talents went backstage from then. He got transferred to Manipuzha and Edathua branches from
there, and has also worked in the Inspection department. He got promoted while at the Edathua
branch and got his first posting at the Nilambur branch. While there, he got the chance to join a
music class and learn. From there he got transferred to Arthicherry, Avalookunnu, Edathua,
Chelakkara, RBO Thiruvalla and is now Chief Manager at the Vadasserikkara branch.

He was part of the Bank fest almost every year since he joined the bank, playing instrumental music.
He also became the Kalaprathibha during the fest held in the year 2015 by playing violin, flute and
mouth organ.



Lately, he wasn’t practising his skills well when he joined our TB group. Seeing the encouragement
given to various talented minds, he too decided to post a video of his. And the feedbacks he
received from our group persuaded him to share more of his talents. He is elated as he describes
how our Talented Bankers group got him back to his old musical self.

He is still learning Carnatic violin lessons and also focuses on cooking and playing badminton. The
invite to perform at the retirement function of one of his teachers at school, to perform at the 40th
anniversary celebration of the Commerce department of his college.. these are a few memories he
cherishes in the deepest corner of his heart.

Ceniamole Mathew, a teacher at the Edathua St. Mary’s Girls High School, is Cyriac's spouse. His
family comprising of his kids: MBBS student Irene Ann Cyriac, degree student Jem Mathew Cyriac
and high school student Rene Tom Cyriac, is staying at Edathua. Jem is learning guitar and Rene
keyboard.

Cyriac is always ready to try his hand on any musical instrument. And the fact that he would create
music out of anything is proved to us by the enchanting musical medley he produced out of a PVC
pipe. We wish he fulfils all his wishes and brings out more such experimental music and lets us
enjoy the same in the coming days.
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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvananthapuram



