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Many a person are in the habit of whining that they can't prioritize their thoughts on art amid
their hectic battle with life. What if you are made to reel under the aftermath of certain
unforeseen blows posed by life? Not to mention, those passions will be shelved aside, be it for
poetry or any other art.

However, how would you feel if you came across some one, despite facing hurdles one after the
other pursued her passion with tenacity and kept it close to heart pampering it, to later make it

fly high at an opportunistic instance; amazement, respect, happiness or pride?

Let's acquaint you with a talented banker who made it through all the struggles put across to her
by destiny, and rose to prominence in life with all her might.

Sushama Devi.K

Operations Department

Federal Bank, Aluva

Born unto Shri Damodaran Namboothiri, a malayalam teacher by profession and Smt. Bharathi
Antharjanam, a homemaker, at Ayirur village in Pathanamthitta district as the second of their
four daughters, Smt.Sushama had her education at NSS High School,Tadiyur and St. Thomas
College, Ranni.

Sushama began penning poetry during her high school years. Having countless books to read
and given her father would recite poetry and Aksharasloka to the students gathered at his home,

the innate poet in her excelled.

Sushama was inspired to pursue her poetic journey following the paths of her father, a poet.



It was during that phase of life when she was so engrossed in poetry that unexpectedly her
father died of heart attack. She was pursuing teacher's training course after her undergraduate
degree back then.

She felt like destiny had composed an elegy centred around her.

The death was a heavy blow to the family of four girls who were students and their
mother.However, they survived solely on account of perseverance and God's grace.Sushama
recalls that she could not even think about writing poetry at that time due to the tough times
she was going through.

After completing TTC, Sushama got appointed through employment exchange as a teacher at
Kudamurutti Tribal School. She had to board two or three buses from Ayirur, then travel five
kilometers by jeep and oftentimes would go on foot to work.Meanwhile she started pursuing
graduation in Malayalam as a correspondence course.

Although work and children were a source of solace to her, poetry chose to remain aloof from
her.

However since she was teaching Malayalam language, Sushama got the opportunity to enjoy
reading many poems,both as part of the curriculum and outside of it. After completing her B.Ed
degree, Sushama worked as a teacher in Vengara in Malappuram district and Kulathuppuzha in
Kollam district.

Sushama got married in 1988 to Shri P.S Muralidharan Namboothiri,an Officer of Federal Bank .
Apart from being a good reader, he also used to write poems in English and Malayalam.

Sushama did not, however, had time to set aside to follow her love for poetry. The poems were
destined to wait on the mental platform for the right moment to arrive, thanks to birth of her
eldest son and her demanding job schedule.

An unexpected thing happened in her life not so long after. It was while she was pregnant with
her second child that Sushama came to know that cancer cells had taken hold of her beloved in
such a way that there would be no return. And soon he gave in to destiny.

The second child was born a month after the death of her husband. Sushama freezed her poetic
faculties for a decade and a half as she took care of her two children as a single parent along
with her professional life.

In February 1994, Sushama started her career at Federal Bank. Sushama served in Pazhavangadi,
Payippad and Thottakkatukara branches of the bank.

Years later, in 2013, when her elder son got a job and the younger son enrolled in a professional
course, Sushama re-entered the world of poetry.



The poems that Sushama had been holding onto for so long gushed into her notebook just like
how the sleeping passengers would wake up and run around on the arrival of train at a station in
which there had been no train for hours.

Sushama wrote many more poems after that—not just one or two. She is a devoted follower of
Krishna and has written over forty poems exclusively about him.

Noticing his mother's penchant for poetry, the elder son Kailasnathan taught her to write in
Google Docs instead of using a notebook so that she could write without the need to keep a
separate book.She could write poems at her convenience and could read, edit or share anytime.

According to Sushama, this method came in handy for her during the 2018 floods and the
subsequent Covid-19 pandemic. She was able to write a lot of poems because she was
commuting from Aluva to Ernakulam at that time by metro.

In June 2023, she got her first collection of poems 'Mayuranritham' published. The preface for
the book published under the pen name Iravimangalam was penned by the noted poet Sri NK
Desam.

Sushama's son,Kailas Nath works as an architect, and Sabarinath is an Officer in Federal bank
officer. Both are located in Bangalore.

Sushama intends to begin a new life after retiring from the bank in June 2024. She proudly states
that the preparations for it are underway. Apart from poetry writing, Sushama has started

learning dancing and violin also.

In addition to the poems she posts on Talented Bankers Facebook page occasionally, her violin
and dance performance may soon see limelight through the page.

Sushama exemplifies qualities that are admirable, not just for bank workers but for everybody
who daringly chases their goals by overcoming obstacles in life.

May Sushama realize her dreams and achieve greater heights in poetry.



