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English Version

Set aside for this week, here comes an artist who, of late, steals the limelight ; a banker who seeks
for and imbibes the very essence of the eternity of humanity depicted primarily through his pencil
portraits that harness ornamentation inherent to the hue of black.This is our attempt to
acknowledge,pay deference to and perceive indepth the artistic pursuits of:

Shri. Sundeep Sivadasan.
Indian Overseas Bank
Coimbatore.



Shri Sundeep was born to Mrs. Sushma and late Mr T.K. Sivadasan in Kallumala village in
Mavelikkara located in Alappuzha district. His mother is a home maker and his father worked in
Riyadh, in Saudi Arabia for quite a long stint. His elder sister works as an Assistant Planning Officer
in Alappuzha.His mother stays with Sandeep and his family in Coimbatore.

Incomprehensibly thin strokes gave way to definite,legible ones, with he drawing inspiration from his
ever supportive family along with that from the famed artist Mavelikara P.Sreekumar and his drawing
master Mr K Saji who he believes, 'conspired' the evolution of his genius.

He had his schooling at Bishop Moor Vidyapith in Mavelikara. After completing his undergraduate
studies at Bishop Moore College and then graduating In Mechanical Engineering from Adoor College
of Engineering his accolades that came with the art of drawing adds to his home's charm.

He went void within for a while upon his father's untimely demise when he was a B.Tech student.

It was a noteworthy recognition for him to win first prize in All India ICSE Interschool Painting from
1992 to 1994 in a row. He also bagged first prize in the Painting Competition hosted by Cartoonist
Shankar Foundation in 1994. He designed the Book Cover of Bishop Moore Vidyapeeth
magazine.He never failed at pursuing his passion even after he left school in 1995.

Graphite pencils, watercolours and drawing papers were his companions when he worked in Sriram
Investments Ltd., ICICI bank,Reliance Communication and ICICI Lombard.

Aside from various parts of Kerala, he has lived in Mumbai and Hyderabad.He stood first in the
'Picasso’ Art Competition held at ICICI Lombard's 10th Anniversary in 2011.

He chose 10B to work for while he appeared in IBPS exam in 2013, on account of his family's robust
bond with the bank since the 1970's.

Sundeep joined I0B as an officer in 2013 and is now working as Second Line Manager at Palladam
branch in Coimbatore.His wife, Mrs Devi Krishna who is a post graduate in MSc from Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University works in the Coimbatore branch of Central Bank of India.

Mr Sundeep is persistently being talked about for honouring his colleagues on their leaving the
service by drawing their graphite- charcoal pencil portraits. Sundeep is humbled by this fact that the
portraits of his colleagues made by him are gifted to them on their retirement in recognition of their
services.

Although graphite-charcoal pencils are his preferred medium, Sandeep is also keen on
experimenting things anew.One such is the colourful collage made on a large canvas in the year of
2000 which portrays the grandeur of koodiyatam.

Behind this was his painstaking effort spanning 3 months during which he made use of small pieces
of magazines and news papers for his accomplishment. Sundeep dedicates his work to Kerala's art
form 'Koodiyattam' which has been recognised as Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. This
work differs from his usual creations brimming with black stripes and shades.

Sundeep,a Lord Shiva devotee ,apart from Malayalam, English and Hindi, is well versed in Tamil
and telugu.

Even though travel and photography are his favorite hobbies, it's always the canvas of the universe
that enchants him. His Canon EOS 550 camera has been accompanying him on his travel across
the country for the past twelve years in pursuit of his passion for historical studies.

He recounts with pleasure that he has seen ten jyothirlingas and is about to visit the remaining two.



Ms Sreeja, an officer at IOB and an active member of the Organizing Committee of Talented
Bankers' Meetings has shared a note on his devotion . She opines that Sundeep's friends say funnily
that one should never go for training together with Sandeep because he will take them to temples in
the event of holidays falling in between.

Sundeep has many a time surprised us by posting his pencil drawings on our facebook page.His
classmate in USA paid dear for his graphite pencil drawing-"Piyatta." Portrait of the legendary Telugu
film actor Nageswara Rao was shared through the twitter handle of Sri Annapurna Studio owned by
Sri Nagarjuna.

The image of Nayanthara was shared by her fans via their Facebook pages and it gained immense
popularity. The inmates of the 10B Officers Association Apartments in Coimbatore framed his recent
drawing of IOB's founder Chidambaram Chettiar thereby honouring his contributions. A school in
Kayamkulam purchased his portrait of Mahatma Gandhi.

We have come across Rajani Kant's and Ajay Devgon's Graphite Charcoal pencil drawings on our
Facebook page.

The portrait of late Mr. KV Abraham who was the first principal of Bishop Moore Vidya Peeth, also
grabbed the attention of many.

Mr Sundeep used to take ten to fifteen minutes to draw portraits. Amidst his hectic schedule, he felt
like he got estranged from his passion. He believes that he has succeeded to make a come back
with the aid of innovative techniques he assimilate from You tube tutorials and tips.

He draws inspiration from his better half Mrs Devi Krishna, his three-year-old son Dhyan,two-year-
old son Shivam and his mother Ms. Sushma Sivadasan.

We wish Sundeep and his family all success to keep on their artistic journey steadfastly.
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English version: Drisya Saseendran , Union Bank of India, Regional Office, Thiruvananthapuram



