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English Version

On the way back to Aluva from Malappuram after the shooting of an advertisement in which his wife
acted, they received an unexpected call from another advertising company. It was around 8 at night
and it would take yet another three hours for the family to reach Aluva.

“Sir, your wife had informed us that you too have a penchant for acting. We require a family for this
particular ad. If your daughter and you too take part, shall we arrange a shooting?”

“When? Where would it be? “ he shot his questions.

“Sir... if possible, we can arrange for it tomorrow in your own home.. *



He has go for work at the bank, daughter has school to attend, it is already night and it would be at
least 11 pm by when they reach home.. but.. years of yearning for an opportunity to act, an
opportunity given to the whole family.. he was in a grave dilemma- to be or not to be, his heart and
mind whispered to each other. He would have to decide soon. Al long last, the corner where he
cherished his dream shone bright.

“Ok, we are ready..”

As though they got a bonus to their combined dream, within the next half hour came the news of an
unanticipated hartal to be held the next day. All concerns of school and work got to rest.

The next day witnessed a 4 - hour long make up, arrangements and shooting.. the advertising
company rejoiced in the hartal day put to the best use.

The Pankajakasturi advertisement that resulted was run for two years at a stretch over movie
theatres and TV thus bringing to fame an artistic family. Let us introduce the head of that family as
the Talented Banker of the week :

Anoop V,

United Bank of India,
Corporate Finance branch,
Chennai

He was born to Shri T.P. Venugopal who worked in Afghanistan for an American company named K
B R and Smt. K.B. Gangamani who retired as the Regional Manager of the Kerala State Housing
Federation in Cherthala Kadakkarappally. His craze for acting is as old as himself. He did his
schooling till 10th grade from the Patanakkad Public School. Though he went on to the stage
whenever he got the chance from the time he was in L.K.G , he got a recognition while at 3rd
standard when he got third prize for a mono-act written and enacted on his own. From then on
started the consistent participation in dramas, skits and mono-acts.

Even if he was awoken from sleep and asked to act, he was ever ready. “Of course, why not? “
would be his sure shot answer at any moment.

Till the time he passed out from the Kakkanad Bhavans Adarsha Vidyalaya in his 12th grade, there
wouldn’t be a school programme without Anoop. He also played an inevitable role in the street plays
organised by the local clubs. But with his joining the Coimbatore Hindustan College of Engineering
he lost his passion for acting.

As soon as he passed out of college he got appointed as Engineer in KSEB on contract basis, and in
an year he joined the South Indian bank and from there he joined the United Bank of India
Thambaram branch as an officer in the year 2011.

With Preena S Nambiar hailing from Vayanad came into his life in 2012, his hibernating dreams
woke with a start. Preena too wished to be creative rather than being stuck to her job. She felt she
had the potential to excel in modelling field when in 2018 Grihalakshmi Mrs. Kerala contest she



became a finalist. That idea and Anoop's affinity to act worked together. She soon modelled for

Parachute hair oil, Miller wires, =l .Devassy jewellery. It was during this time that the advertising
company came to know of Anoop's interest in acting through Preena and approached him.

That was a break for them. An advertisement of a Nagercoil based baby shop followed. By this time
their daughter appeared alone in the ads of Puma umbrellas and Pankajakasturi. Anoop and Preena
were taken aback when they were invited to appear on the cover page of the Mathrubhoomi
Aarogyam magazine. That and the advertisements brought the family to indescribable fame, says
Anoop his voice quivering with joy.

His career path started from Thambaram, moved on through Coimbatore Vadavalli,
Nattarasankottai, Aluva and back to Chennai as Senior Manager. Anoop quips that the
encouragement and love imparted by his colleagues and their recognising him as their ‘star’' makes
him feel overwhelmed.

This ‘star' gets talkative when describing the immense support given by Preena, who works for
Cognizant Technologies. He concludes that the credit for the success of their family goes to them
recognising each other’s passions and potentials and supporting the same and working to find
opportunities for each other. Anoop and family are in the thrill of another advertisement featuring
Preena acting alongside a famous actor, that is about to be released.

Beyond modelling and acting in advertisements, a good big-screen movie, a good character with
depth.. that is the dream Anoop cradles in the corner of his heart. He believes this dream would
come true. We wish Anoop, an optimist who believes that what you truly yearn comes to you, that all
his dreams be illuminated by the celluloid radiance.
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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvanathapuram



