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English Version

“Big Boss” programme of Asianet is moving ahead, unaffected by the praises and criticisms of the
viewers. They recently conducted a mimicking competition for the viewers the prize for the winner of
which is the chance to be part of the “Big Boss” grand finale. The fascinating point is that the winner
turned out to be a banker who imitated Veena Nair . She is this week’s talented banker:

Anoja Raj
State Bank of India
Kottiyam branch

She is the daughter of retired KSRTC inspector N.Rajendran and former Krishibhavan assistant
Sathidevi. Though a native of Kollam Nedumankavu, till her 1st grade she was in Malappuram where
her parents worked. She studied till 4th grade from Odanavattom Tagore English Medium School,
then went to Kaithakuzhi Nehru Memorial English Medium School till 10th grade and did her +2 from
Kollam Vimala Hridaya School. During her school days, though interested in being part of various
programmes and competitions she still wonders if it was her introvert nature or the absence of
proper encouragement in extra curricular activities that pulled her back. But her innate desire
inspired her to participate in group events and bag prizes alongside her friends.

After her schooling she joined the Thrissur MET's School of Engineering and in 2010 got married to
Arun Prakash, a marketing and business man, an event that changed the course of her life.

As she developed a passion for cooking, she started experimenting and came up with a variety of
dishes during their Kudumba sangamams. She shared the recipes with interested relatives and then
noticed she could present the same beautifully. Arun decided to create videos of her presentations
and thus were born the “Just a minute with Anu" videos. As her videos became popular in her family
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WhatsApp groups, last year the couple decided to share them in YouTube which would attract more
admirers for her.

Anoja joined the bank in 2013 at the Karalam branch, Thrissur. She got transferred to
Thiruvananthapuram LHO, Kollam branch and then to Kottiyam branch where she is presently
working. Her passion has followed her all the way.

“Just a minute with Anu" concentrated only on cooking tips and recipes. Their friends’ suggestions
that their presentation ways would help in their fields of work got Arun and Anoja thinking. Every
person would have temptations to some things in life. This thought led them to start a new channel in
YouTube, “Kothiyans".

Elephants, temple festivals, pets,pisciculture, food items, restaurants offering different varieties of
food.. “kothiyans” would present a video on anything under the sun. And the UKG student Arjit is
ever ready to put in his views on them too. As Anoja says that some of the videos thus uploaded by
the family have attracted lakhs of viewers, her words sound as sweet as honey. Also, her gratitude
reflects on her eyes as she tells us their channel has over 20000 subscribers.

Her longing to be an actor has made her appear in a short film. Needless to say, she was an
inevitable presence in the State Bank of India Sargotsavam programme, bagging third prize for
group dance competition.

We heartily wish that Anoja's dream-come-true endeavor “Kothiyans" scale heights and gain
popularity. Also her undying dreams...
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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvananthapuram



